STATE OF MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICLLTURE
BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER QF: *
ERMNEST FIDRAMORNTI, WM b
LICENSE N0 1912 DOCKET NG 22-118
*
* * * # * I * v * * ¥ * *

CONSENT AGREEMENT AND ORDER

This Consenl Agreement and Order {*Consent Apreement™), dated this @ay of February 2023,
is between the State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners {“SBVME™ or “Board™} and Emesl
Fioramenti, DVM (“Dr. Fioramonti™), License No. 1912, This Consent Agreement resolves a case arising
from a complaint filed on July 18, 2022 with the SBVME. assignred Docket No. 22-1 18, alleging thas [r,
Fioramonti did net comply with the Veterinary Practice Act, Md. Code Ann., Agric. §§ 2-301 - 2-316 and
related Code of Maryland Regulations (‘COMAR™) 15.14.01 — 15.14.17, a5 set forth herein,

Om January 23, 2023, Dr. Fioramonti, through legal counsel, having heen advised in wriling
tegarding his duc process rights. agreed to resolve this case under the terms and conditions reflected in this
Consent Agreement. By signing this Consent Agreement. Dr. Fioramonti agrees to waive his right to formal
proceedings in this case, including the issuance of charges and a hearing. He further agrees 1o the terms and
conditions of this Consent Agreement.

Under Maryland faw, the SBVMI is the licensing authority responsible for regulating the practice
of veterinary medicine in this State, which includes filing disciplmary aclions against veterinarians charped
with violating the provisions of the Veterinary Practice Act and related COMAR regulations adopled
pursuant to this law, As part of its authority, the SBYME "may retusc, suspend, or revoke any applivation
or license, and censure or place on probation any licensee ... if the velennarian ... [HJails to comply with
Board rules and regulations after receiving a license.” Md. Code Ann, Agric, § 2-31{8). The Board may

also impose u civil penalty of not more than $35,000 for a first alfeose, or $10,000 for a second or subsequent




offense, in lieu of or in addition to suspending or revoking a veterinarian’s [icense, respectively. Agric. §
2.310.1. In setting the amount of a civil penalty, the Board shall consider the severity of the violation, the
good faith of the violator, and any history of prior violations, as well a5 the Board's civil penalty standards.
Md. Code Ann., State Govt. § 10-1001(bY; COMAR 15.14.11 {Civil Penalty Standards for Veterinarians),

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Crnest Fioramonti, DVM, License Number 1912, by entering into and signing this Consent
Agreement, having had the opportunity to seck the advice of logal counsel, agrees 1o the provisions of this
Consent Agreernent, acknowiedging that the SBYME has sufficient evidence to find, as fact, and to
conclude as a matter of law that Dr. Fioramonti did not satisfy COMAR 151401 10A (Record Keeping)
as described helow:

1. Dr. Fiorantenti is a veterinarian licensed to practice in Maryland, where he has been licensed since
1976, Al the time of the events described herein. {Jr. Fioramonti was the responsible veteringarian at Towson
Veterinary Hospital (“TVH" or "Hospital™) {License No. {(3-029), located at 716 North York Road,
Tawson, MD 2134, Dr. Floramonti has no history of formai disciplinary action by the Board.

2 (m June 2, 2022, Ms, Emma Suchowski (“Ms. Suchowski”™} and her partner, Reese Sexton ("Ms.
Sexton™y, took their four 1/2-year-old ferrel, Lucy, to TWH because lLucy had a swollen vulva for
approximately two weeks, According to Ms. Suchowski and Ms. Sexton [collectively “the owners™), Luey
had been posturing to utinate and defecate. Dr. Fioramonti was Lucy's attending veterinarian. Dr.
[ioramonti examined Lucy and appropriately performed a urinalysis. The urinalysis shawed a ph of 6.5,
was positive for protein, and was ncgative for blood and glucose. In his written statement o the Board
addressing this case, Dr. Fioramenti contends that he thoroughly explained his assessment and diagnosis
with Ms. Suchowski, and that he discussed his recommendations with Ms, Suchoaski. While this Board
did not conclude that Dr. Fioramonti violated the standard of care in his treatment of Lucy. TYil's medical
records should have better memorialized oral communications with Ms. Suchowski and more thoroughly

documented Nr. Fioramonti’s assessment of urinalysis results, ditferential diagnosis. and treatment plan.
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3 Later the same day, Lucy presented 1o another veterinary facility, Falls Road Animal Hespital
(“FRAH"I (1 iecnse No. 03-012), for a second opinion. A veterinarian 8t FRAH examined Lucy, noting that
Lucy s cxar was within normal limits, except that she was overwetght and had a swotlen vulva. The FRAH
veterinarian’s differential diagnosis inctuded possible Adrenal tumor, Neoplasia, LT, or “Other.”

4, The FRAH velerinarian spake with the owners about Lucy's physical exam findings and possible
causes, telling them that the maost Tikely cause of Lucy’s issues was an adrenal tumer, The veterinarian
recommended sending out an adrenal panel and explained that if it came back abnormal, she would
recommend an ultrasound to see if Lucy was a surpical candidate. Further, the FRAH veterinerian explained
that if an ultrasound was not an option or if tests showes) that Lucy was not a surgical candidate, a suprelonn
implant {a once-yearly subcutangous implant that assists in the management of adrenal discase in fervets)
should be considered.

5. The owners declingd dispnostics and wanted to start with the implant. The FRAH velerinarian
adminisiered the implant and recommended a recheck exam in 4-6 moenths. The veterinarian explained that
each ferret is different, so the implant may bast as little as four months or over a vear.

6. O June 6, 2022, Ms. Suchowski submined a complaint to the SBVME against Dr. Fioramonti
arising from the care provided to Lucy,

7. The Board opened a case and investigated, which included obtaining a response from Dr,
Fiaramaonti through hs legal counsel.

B. After considering the evidence gathercd. the Board concluded that the medical record prepared by
M. Fioramonti did not satisfy the Board’s record keeping standards,

. COMAR 15.14.01.10A (Record Keeping) requires, for a companion animal, that a veterinarian
prepare a legibly written record that accurately and thoroughly reflects the treatment provided, including
the progress and disposition of the case.

0. Dr. Figramonti did not satisfy the Board's record keeping standands beeause he did not document
the following information: an assessment of the urinalysis results. a differeniial diagnosis, an asscssment

or plan for Lucy's treatment. and his communications with the ownpers,
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Taking the facts and circumstances into consideration, ineluding the nature of the violatian(s); the

velerinarian’s lack of disciplinary history, and his acceplance of responsibility and good faith cooperation

in resolving this matter, the Board concluded that the most reasonable and appropriate resolution meludes

the sanctions sat forth below.

QRDER

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fuct and Conelustons of Law, it is this my of February

2023, by the Stale Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, ORDEREL that:

fa)

For not satisfying COMAR 15.14.01.10A (Record Keeping) in the care and treatment
provided io Lucy, a ferret owned by Emma Suchowski and Reese Sexton, by not
documenting his assessment of urinalysis results, differential diagnasis, assessment of
the case or treatment plan, and client communicatiuns, Dr. Fioramonti is assessed 4

civil penalty of 3600,

{b} Dr. Fioramonti shall pay the civil penalty within sixty (60} days from the date of this

(o

Consent Agreement by check payable to the Maryland Departinent of Agriculiure
(“MIJA™) with the notation “SBVML — 22-118" sent to Mathaniel Boan, Executive
Director, SBVME 50 Barry $. Truman Parkway, Room Number 02, Annapolis, MDD
21401;

As an additional requirement of this Consent Agreement, Dr. Fioramonti shall
complete six (6) hours of continuing education (“CE”) in record kecping, cansisting of
the Medicat Record Keoping lor Veterinarians course found at drip.vet oran equivalent
course pre-approved by the Board, Anmy CE other than the drip.vet course proposed to
satisty this requiremeni must be submitted to and approved by the Board in advance.
Reguests for pre-approval shall be emailed to Nathaniel Boan, Executive Director, at
moutlaniel boaniinmn, land,goy . The reguest should include a link to the CE. or

detailed information about the course content, including a syllabus;




(d) The CE shall be compleied, and verification of completion provided to the Board
within sixty (607 days from the dare of this Order, with verification sent by email to
Nathanic! Boan, Exceutive Directar, at nathanicl.buaniman Tand.gey, Proof from the
CE provider shall inciude the veterinarian™s name, the number of howrs of CE
completed, the topics covered, and the date(s) the CE was given. This CL will not count
waward the (8 credit hours required annually for re-regisiration of the veterinary
license. Tao verify completion of the annwa! CE requirements and the CE required by
this Consent Agreement, the Board may conduct an audit of the veterinarian’s CE
reeords for relevamt years: and
{¢) This Consent Agresment i5 a public document.
WITNESS the hand of the State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, State of Maryland, this
Eda}' of February 2023

STATE BOARD OF VETERINARY
MEDHCAL EXAMINERS

Chn &LC;L/'%_/NEE

Christing Calvert, DVM

Member

State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners
Marvland Department of Agriculture




CONSENT
I, Emest Fioramonti, 1IPVM. acknowledge that | have had an oppuriunity to consult with counsel
before entering into this Consent Agreement, By this Consent, | hereby acknowledpe the legal authority
and jurisdiction of the Board over this matier (o issue and enforce this Consent Agreement. To resolve this
matter, | agree to accept and submit to the forepoing Consent Agreement, consisting of 5ix pages, including
this Consent. 1 sign this Consent Agreement without reservation as my voluntary act and deed after having
had an oppartunity to consult with counsel, and [ acknowledge that | fully undersiand and comprehend the

language, meaning, and tenns of this Consent Agrecment.

D‘ﬂt e /" _,-'.. __{:l ..'),"' ; .":' ;_; '.-? . '| _jl ;-/F-:é - /
E : P .-n.-"f R R I AR

L e S

Erncst Fioramonti, DVM




